
AP Government Reading Questions 
You will have seven assigned readings each grading period.  You may chose to read all of them (which I highly recommend) or you may use the following grading scale to decide how many you would like to read.  You must answer all assigned questions to the best of your ability.  Partial work does not count and all questions must be answered in order to receive full credit.  This is an individual assignment (unless your group is presenting that reading); I do not want to see identical papers with word for word answers.  
This will count as one test grade per nine week grading period. 

 7 reading assignments = 100

 6 reading assignments =   90

 5 reading assignments =   80
 4 reading assignments =   75
 3 reading assignments =   55
 2 reading assignments =   40
 1 reading assignment =    30
First Nine Weeks
UNIT II: CONSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS AND UNDERPINNINGS

(1) Paul Peterson, “The Price of Federalism”
1. According to the Federalist, how does federalism preserve liberty?

2. Explain the concept of “Dual Sovereignty”.

3. How is liberty established in a new nation? How would the Election of 1800 support your answer? What was the role of federalism?

4. What was the “price” of dual sovereignty?

5. Since the New deal, why has the constitutional power of the national government expanded so dramatically?

6. Explain why most national efforts to influence state governments come in the form of federal money? Cite a specific example to support your answer.

(2) United States v. Lopez (1995)

1. Cite the relevant facts behind the case.

2. Discuss the Supreme Court’s decision in Lopez.  Is there a role for Congress 

    on the issue of guns in schools?  Explain why or why not?

3. Identify and explain the three broad categories of activity Congress may 

    regulate under its commerce powers?

4. Explain the reasoning behind the dissent in the Lopez.  Is a clear line between 

    the lines of argument in the majority opinion and in the dissent?  Is the text of

    the Constitution helpful in this matter?

5. What does this decision say about the difficulty in implementing policy in our political system (this must be answered satisfactorily in order to receive an “A” if you’re doing the presentation).
UNIT III: THE JUDICIARY, CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS
(3) William J. Brennan, Jr. "How the Supreme Court Arrives at Decisions", 
How does a case get docketed with the Supreme Court? 

1. Do you feel that the procedures of the Supreme Court described by Justice Brennan are adequate for the Court to meet its vast responsibilities? Explain. 

2. List and discuss the various limitations placed upon the Supreme Court. 

3. Evaluate Justice Brennan's statement that the Court is not a council of Platonic guardians, nor involved in making social, political, economic, or philosophical decisions. 

4. Select three recent Supreme Court cases and assess the role of the Court in regard      to Brennan's above statement.  (Only group presenting has to answer this question)
(4) City of Boerne v. Flores (1997) 
1. What is meant by the “compelling governmental interest test” as it applies to the facts in this case?

2. Identify and explain what Congress required in the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993.

3. Briefly summarize the key facts of the case.

4. The statute was constitutional/unconstitutional. What were the main reasons given by the majority of the Court?

5. The dissenters argued that the statute should have been upheld/overturned. What were their reasons?
(5) Santa Fe ISD v. Doe (2000)

1. Cite the relevant facts behind the case.

2. According to the majority opinion, why does a prayer before a school event (in this case a football game), violate the

Establishment Clause? 

3. Who were the three dissenters in this case?

4. What do the dissenters mean when they say the majority opinion “bristles with hostility to all things religious in public life”?

5. How would the “Lemon Test” be applied in this case?
UNIT IV: SOCIALIZATION, PARTIES & INTEREST GROUPS

(6) James Madison - "The Federalist Papers, No. 10”
1.   What is the main topic of discussion in Federalist 10? What does the author say is
      the main cause of factions?
2.   Does Madison feel that factions are good or bad for our republic and why does he
      feel that way?
3 .  What are the different options proposed by Madison to deal with factions?
4 .  Why does Madison feel more strongly about the second option as opposed to the 
      first?
5.   What are the different ways in which Madison distinguishes between a democracy 
      and a republic?
6.   What other constitutional devices, besides those mentioned by Madison, tend to 

      prevent the control of government by a faction?
 (7)  Ginsberg and Shefter, “Politics By Other Means”
1. According to the others, where are the political conflicts being waged?

2. What evidence do the others give for the criminal justice system becoming an arena for political conflict?

3. Party decline in America has become a serious problem. Assess the validity of this argument by referring to the reading.

4. Identify some recent examples of institutional conflict between the President and Congress (other than the examples provided in the reading).

5. Identify and explain the three consequences of the “post-electoral political order that has emerged in the United States.”
Second Nine Weeks
(1) David Truman, “The Governmental Process”
1.  What is Truman’s definition of an interest group? Compare and contrast it to 

    the one given in your text.
2.  Describe the role of the individual in the political process.

3.  What is Truman’s opinion about the “public, or national interest”? What 

    evidence does Truman cite to support his opinion?

4.  List and explain the major factors that determine an interest group’s success 

    in gaining access to government.

5. Apply these factors of success to the following groups and make an educated 

    evaluation about their degree of success in influencing government: NRA, 

    ACLU, AARP, and the The Sierra Club.  (Only Group presenting has to answer this ?)

UNIT V: CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND THE MEDIA
(2) Colorado Republican Federal Campaign Committee v. Federal Election Commission
1.  Does the ruling in Colorado Republican FCC support or hinder political parties in the  United States?  In Schattschneider’s terminology, is the decision pro-party or anti-party?
2.  Is there a difference between parties and candidates? Explain your answer

3. Do parties and party candidates always pursue the same goals, represent the same interests, and for the same reasons?

4.  How many justices dissented and what reasoning did they give?

5.  Do you agree with this ruling, why or why not?
(3) Larry J. Sabato  “The Misplaced Obsession with PACs”
1. List and explain THREE common criticisms of PAC activity. 

2. How does Sabato respond to the three criticisms you have explained in question #1? 

3. Sabato sees PACs as “acceptable elements in the Madisonian framework”.  Why does he feel they are acceptable?  How will they be checked if they are acceptable? 

4. It is often said that PACs use their money contributions to buy the votes of members of Congress.  What evidence do you have to support this statement?  What are the factors that Sabato argues are more central to a congressman’s consideration. 

5. Do you agree or disagree that PACs play a useful role in the American political process? Explain. 
UNIT VI: CONGRESS
(4) Jonathan Cohn, “Roll Out the Barrel”
1. Define and cite specific examples of pork-barrel projects.

2. How does Cohn diffuse the arguments of the “pork-busters”?

3. Cohn asserts that pork-barrel projects serve a legitimate federal interest. What is that
    interest? Cite specific examples to support.

4. Cohn uses the political philosophy of James Madison in support of pork-barrel
    legislation. How does he make his argument? Cite two specific examples to support.
(5) Richard Fenno, “If, as Ralph Nader Says, Congress is ‘The Broken Branch’, How Come We Love Our Congressmen So Much
1.  Cite two specific examples from the reading that supports Fenno’s thesis.

2.  How does the behavior of individual members of Congress tend to degrade 

     the institution of Congress?

3.  What is the role of the committee system in Fenno’s view of Congress?

4.  Why do we despise Congress as “do nothing” institution, but cannot get rid of 

     individual members of Congress?
UNIT VII: THE PRESIDENCY AND THE BUREAUCRACY

(6) R. Neustadt, “The Power to Persuade”
1.    Explain Neustadt’s argument about the Framers creating a government of “separated powers”.
2.    How does the president’s authority and status impact on his power? Provide examples to support.
3.   What does Neustadt mean when he says that it is the power of persuasion, rather command that is a president’s greatest asset?
4.   What obstacles did Truman face in passing the Marshall Plan and how did he overcome these problems?
5.   Using recent presidents (Bush, Jr., Clinton, Bush, Sr.,), identify and discuss some examples of Neustadt’s argument that presidents cannot get their way by “command”, and that they must bargain to get what they want. (Only group presenting has to answer this question)
(7) Peter Woll  “Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power”, 
1. What was the original conception of “administration” at the time of the framing of the Constitution? 

2. How did the role assigned to Congress in relation to administration result in a bureaucracy independent of the president? 

3. Provide specific examples/evidence of the president’s authority to control the bureaucracy. 

4. How does Congress check that power?  What is required if the president is going to have any meaningful control? 

5. In what ways does the existence of a bureaucracy pose problems to the maintenance of our constitutional democracy? 
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